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The Eternal Perspective
James 1:9-12

Introduction:
1.  Maintain a Positive Attitude
2.  Have a Surrendered Will
3. Engage in Believing Prayer - Faith

4.  Engage in Eternal Perspective - Hope
The left-handed versus Right-handed Threads
Plumbing right – handed -- Gas – left handed

Jesus gave us some Left-Handed Threads

1.  If you want a seat at the head of the table, sit in the back of the room - He ate with sinners, but He will be the host at the marriage supper.
2.  If you want to be first among the disciples, be their servant. Jesus washed the disciples’ feet (John 13). Knowing where He had come from and where He was going.
3.  The way up is down (Philippians 2)
Being in the form of God

               * He laid aside His rights as God

                   *  Became in the likeness of man 

                         *  Being found in appearance as only a man

                               *  He humbled Himself

                                      *  Even death on a cross

             Wherefore:

                                      * God Highly exalted Him

                               *  And gave Him a name  (above every name)

                            *  That every knee should bow (heavenly, earthly, demonic)

                          *  Every tongue confess

                  LORD JESUS CHRIST


                         (Glory to God the Father)

I.  The Poor Man – 1:9
“Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation,”

    A.  His Command – “boast” - “καυχάσθω”“καυχάομαι”
Is it wrong to boast? - Not if you can back it up. Not if you are boasting of someone else (Galatians 6:14) God forbid……

Naught have I gotten But what I received…..
B. His Condition
He is lowly – poor – humble. He’s got a lot to be humble about. So, why is he supposed to boast? - Because of his position…
C. His Position – 

Ephesians 1:3
“God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies IN CHRIST”
Col 2:9-10

“In Him dwells…” - You are complete – You don’t need anything more and if you did, there is more available.

That’s how the poor man boasts!

II. The Rich Man - 1:10-12
“but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.”

A.  His Command
            His command is the same – boast, but NOT in his wealth, but in his poverty.
Now a different question about boasting: How can a rich man boast in his poverty? One of two ways:

                1.  Get rid of his wealth.

                2.  Realize how worthless that wealth really is.

It is tougher for the rich man than for the poor man. Poor man has nothing to boast in except eternal things.

B.  His Condition – 

Unlike the poor man, he’s rich and he’s got nothing to be humble about!

1. Everything He has Belongs to the Lord
He must come to the place that he realizes that the wealth is from God, therefore it belongs to God. That’s not easy for the rich man. He worked for it, maybe stole for it. Remember Zaccheus – “half to the poor”. He restored the stolen money fourfold.

2. Everything He has is Temporary –

He and his wealth are like the grass, when the sun comes up – both will whither. So, now he is poor and he is ready to trust in eternal things. That is why he can boast in his humility. That is what got him back on track. He is now where the poor man is, humble.
D. His Position
He now looks to eternal things. Trusting in the same things the poor man is trusting in. But it’s not that easy for the rich. James will have much more to say to the rich before he is finished.

What he has said in these verses is: Both of you – rich and poor – put your faith in eternal things and live your lives accordingly.
